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RATIONALE
T
he Planning Department (PD) is one of the seven departments of the Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development (MNPED) of Myanmar. The department, in general, is responsible for:  (i) coordinating and formulating the country’s economic plans; (ii) analyzing    the implementation of said plans; and     (iii) conducting regular review of the financial, economic and social condition of the country to come up with policy recommendations. In support of its role in the ministry, the department undertakes the measurement of the wealth of the country that includes computation and estimation of the progress of the economy and review of existing situation. These outputs are necessary in coming up with relevant socio-economic policies. 
To address the challenges of a changing economic system, the PD embarked on enhancing the capacity of its senior officials and technical staff, in both central and regional offices, in the estimation and maintenance of the system of national accounts. Thus, it becomes essential to transform its 1968-based System of National Accounts (SNA) to 1993 system taking into consideration that existing capacities of staff is still on the old system. The Government of the Union of Myanmar considers it a priority to train its statistical officials on the 1993 SNA in order for them to understand the requirements of the new system, plan the generation of needed data, and program their migration to the new system. Selected staff from both national and sub-national offices of the department shall be trained under this proposed statistical capacity building program. 
The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) through JICA-ASEAN Regional Cooperation (JARCOM), on the other hand, shall be tapped to provide the funding support to the proposed statistical capacity building for the Planning Department of the MNPED of Myanmar. The Statistical Research and Training Center (SRTC), the research and training arm of the Philippine Statistical System, proposes to provide capacity building services to the PD on 1993 SNA. The training program on 1993 SNA is essential to promote the capacity of the staff of PD in analyzing the status of all economic activities of the State with a view of producing reliable forecast for its economy.  
OBJECTIVES
The Statistical Capacity Building Program has two phases: (i) appreciation course – workshop on 1993 SNA for senior officials of PD; and (ii) training – workshop on 1993 SNA for middle level personnel. The training program as a whole, aims to enhance the capability of the Planning Department (PD) of the Ministry of National Planning     and Economic Development (MNPED) of Myanmar in improving its human resources for producing reliable national accounts statistics as per System of National Accounts, as well as improve the harmony and consistency in statistics of the country’s System of National Accounts (SNA), Monetary and Financial Statistics (MFS), Government Finance Statistics (GFS), and Balance of Payments (BOP).
The program also aims to impart knowledge of SNA and basics of MFS, GFS and BOP to officials of PD and to enable them to appreciate the importance of the international standards on economic statistics.
Through the course, participants are expected to:
1.
Understand the importance and use of the System of National Accounts (SNA);
2. Compile sequence of accounts for institutional sectors;
3. Understand the underlying concepts and basics of  SNA, MFS, GFS and BOP; 

4. Understand the major issues in     the compilation of important macro-economic aggregates of your country; and
5. Learn techniques of making analytical studies and interpretation of macro- economic aggregates.  
 
SCHEDULE AND DURATION
Phase 1 or the appreciation course- workshop for the senior officials of PD     will be conducted for one (1) week on    July 4 – 10, 2010. Participants are expected to arrive in Manila on July 4, 2010 and depart on July 10, 2010.
VENUE
The appreciation course - workshop will be held at the SRTC Training Room in Diliman, Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines. 

Accommodation 

Participants will be accommodated at the Richmonde Hotel in Pasig City, with the following address and contact details:

THE RICHMONDE HOTEL

21 San Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center

Pasig City, 1600 Metro Manila, Philippines 

Phone: (632) 638-7777

Fax:
(632) 638-8567

E-mail: cluague@richmonde.com.ph

Web:
http://www.richmondehotel.com

The hotel room charges will be paid by JICA. However, participants shall be responsible for all incidental expenses other than the room charges, paid directly to the hotel upon checking out.

pROGRAM
The first phase will focus mainly on the basics of 1993 SNA. The appreciation course - workshop for Phase 1 include the following topics:
1. Overview of SNA including differences between SNA 1993 and SNA 1968
2. GDP estimates with three approaches
3. Supply and use table/input-output table
4. Current accounts, accumulation accounts, balance sheets, rest of the world (ROW) accounts
5.  
GDP estimates at constant prices (concepts and methods for pricing goods and services)
6. Industrial classification
LEARNING STRATEGIES
Learning strategies will comprise of lectures and discussions on concepts and methods, workshops and/or hands-on exercises, sharing of experiences, inputs and reflections. There will be visits to several government institutions like the National Statistical Coordination Board (NSCB), National Statistics Office (NSO), Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS), and Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) to enhance the learning process of the participants.
MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTIONS

The medium of instruction will be English. No interpreter will be hired for the workshop.
NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS

Phase 1 will be attended by 5 senior officials of the PD at Head Office. Only participants from Myanmar are invited to attend the appreciation course-workshop.

All applicants should be citizens of Myanmar and they must be officially endorsed via the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Myanmar. 

They should also meet the following minimum requirements:

1. Must have at least a bachelor’s degree in economics or management or related field;
2. Must be working with PD either in the national or sub-national offices of the department and have at least 2 years working knowledge in the estimation and maintenance of the system of national accounts;
3.
Must have sufficient command of spoken and written English;
4.  
In good health, both physically and mentally, to complete the course;
5.  
Pregnant women are discouraged from participating unless they submit a waiver;

6.  
Must be computer literate and have a working knowledge on MS Excel, specifically on the use of functions and/or formulas; 

7.  
Willing to accept responsibility after the appreciation course - workshop; and
8.  
Willing to learn all the concepts and methods relating to the estimation and maintenance of the 1993 System of National Accounts.

SUBJECT MATTER SPECIALISTS

An interdisciplinary pool of competent subject matter experts from National Statistical Coordination Board, National Economic and Development Authority, Bureau of Agricultural Statistics, Department of Finance, Department of Budget and Management, Philippine Institute of Development Studies, and School of Economics and School of Statistics, both from the University of the Philippines, shall be tapped as resource persons.  

EVALUATION

There will be three modes of evaluation for the program. The first one is the evaluation of knowledge gained and skills acquired by the participants. The second one is the feedback from the participants on the overall conduct of the training course such as course content, resource persons, venue, accommodation and others. The third and final mode of evaluation will be the assessment of senior officials of the Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development on the overall quality of outputs provided by PD. 
Pre and post-training evaluations will be conducted for each participant to gauge their background and subsequent gain     in knowledge and skills. There will also     be written tests, oral presentations and critiquing of the workshop outputs.

PROCEDURE OF APPLICATION    (Via Diplomatic Channels)

All participants must submit four (4) copies of the standard application form, attached to this General Information (GI) and other required documents via the diplomatic channels.
The completely filled out application form and other documents must be endorsed by the Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development, and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Myanmar to the Department of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines - Technical Cooperation Council of the Philippines (DFA-TCCP) through the Embassy of the Philippines in Myanmar and/or through the embassy of Myanmar in Manila not later than May 28, 2010 (at least 5-6 weeks before the start of the workshop).
All applicants must be certified medically fit to participate in this program by filling out the medical certificate form.

A copy of the application form and attached documents should be sent to:

1.  
JICA offices of respective countries

2.  
Statistical Research and Training Center

3.  
Myanmar Government Representative

All applications must reach DFA-TCCP (fax number: +632-834-4177) by May 28, 2010. Successful applicants will be notified not later than June 15, 2010.

For any inquiries, please contact:

Ms. Plenee Grace J. Castillo
Chief, Training Division

Statistical Research and Training Center 

J and S Building, 104 Kalayaan Avenue

Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 1101
Tel.: (+632) 436-1426
Fax: (+632) 929-7543

E-mail: pjcastillo@srtc.gov.ph 

Mobile: (63-918) 524-8388
SELECTION PROCESS
A committee chaired by the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)-Technical Cooperation Council of the Philippines, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Statistical Research and Training Center as members shall select the participants     on the basis of qualifications and official government endorsements.
ALLOWANCE AND EXPENSES

JICA will bear the major cost on the conduct of the statistical capacity building such as:

1. Economy class round trip ticket  from Yangon International Airport  in Myanmar to Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) in Manila and vice-versa; 
2. Minimum daily living allowance to be given to the participants at the rate of Php 950.00 covering food, laundry and other expenses;
3. Medical insurance during the program and; 
4. Domestic travel costs during observation tours.
The participants will shoulder visa application fees (if necessary), domestic expenses and airport taxes in Cambodia, excess baggage charges, personal expenses incurred during the travel between Myanmar and the Philippines and all other expenses not specified above.

REGULATIONS

Participants are required to:

1. Attend all scheduled lectures and activities;
2. Not to extend the workshop period;

3. Not to bring any member of their family;

4. Return to Myanmar upon completion of the program according to schedule set by SRTC and JICA;

5. Carry out instructions and abide by such conditions as may be stipulated by the Government of the Philippines regarding the workshop;
6. Observe rules and regulations of SRTC and the Richmonde Hotel and     not to change the accommodation designated by the organizer (SRTC and JICA);

7. Refrain from engaging in any political activities or any form of employment for profit or gain;

8. Discontinue the program should they become seriously ill and be considered unfit to continue and; 
9. Discontinue the program should they commit improper or immoral conduct.

CERTIFICATE 

Participants who have successfully completed each course will be awarded a Certificate of Completion by the SRTC and JICA. 
TRAVEL INFORMATION

Participants are requested to coordinate directly with the JICA Office in Myanmar for the ticket assistance upon receipt of notice of acceptance.

VISA
Visa application is necessary for nationals from other countries like Myanmar for more than 21 days stay in the Philippines. Participants are therefore advised to obtain their entry visas/papers from the Embassy of the Philippines in Yangon. It is suggested that they should first get in touch with the embassy via telephone, fax or e-mail address. SRTC will make early arrangements with   the Department of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines to facilitate the processing of their entry papers. 
The address of the Philippine Embassy in Yangon is listed on page 9.
AIRPLANE TICKET
Participants will be issued a prepaid ticket advice (PTA) by a travel agency authorized by JICA. Notice on where and how to claim the PTA will be sent to the participants using the contract address indicated in their application form. They should return to Myanmar at the end of the program according to travel schedule arranged by JICA.
PERSONAL EXPENSES
Participants shall make their own financial arrangements for any financial matter which is personal in nature and not provided for by JICA. Such expenses include airport taxes, excess baggage charges, telephone and communication bills and others.

FOOD PREFERENCES

Participants are required to inform SRTC preferably before or immediately upon arrival of any food preferences due to religion or health reasons.

MEDICAL/HEALTH COVERAGE
Participants are covered by a medical/health insurance against sickness and injuries for the entire duration of the program. The Myanmar government is responsible for all expenses arising from risk other than those covered by the medical/health insurance.
ARRIVAL PROCEDURE
Upon arrival at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) in Manila, participants will be met by staff of the Department of Tourism (DOT) with a signage stating "JICA/SRTC." The DOT staff will then accompany participants to the VIP Room where a designated SRTC staff will meet them. Transportation from the airport to the hotel and from the hotel to the airport will be provided by JICA/SRTC. Any questions regarding international travel arrangements should be addressed to JICA.
Participants are advised to be careful with their air tickets, passport and baggage upon arrival. Personal belongings should not be entrusted to anyone not authorized by SRTC and JICA.
Arrangements will be made for participants to arrive in Manila on July 4, 2010 and depart on July 10, 2010. Travel arrangements will be made by JICA through the local JICA Myanmar office.
Participants are requested to notify their international flight Estimated Time of Arrival (ETA) in Manila to JICA Philippines and SRTC as soon as these details become known. This information should be sent to the Executive Director of SRTC as well as the Chief Representative of JICA listed below:

MR. GERVACIO G. SELDA, JR.

Executive Director

Statistical Research and Training Center 

J and S Building, 104 Kalayaan Avenue

Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 1101
Tel.: (+632) 433-1745, 436-1426 and 929-7543

Fax: (+632) 929-7543

E-mail: ggseldajr@srtc.gov.ph and pjcastillo@srtc.gov.ph

Mobile: (63-918) 524-8388 c/o        Ms. Plenee Grace J. Castillo)  

and

TRAINING PROGRAM SECTION

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

40th Floor, Yuchengco Tower RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Avenue, Makati City, Philippines
Tel: (+632) 889 - 7119

Fax: (+632) 889 - 6850

E-mail:SalimaMacahilig.PP@jica.go.jp
Other Arrangements and Information
Reconfirmation of Return Flights - SRTC  will assist the participants in making reconfirmation of their return flights. They are urged to keep their original itinerary arranged by the JICA office.

Foreign Exchange - Participants may bring with them into the Philippines currency in the form of travelers’ cheques, drafts or other banking instruments, which may be exchanged for Philippine Peso. They may be required to declare the amount in their possession on arrival at Ninoy Aquino International Airport. The exchange rate as of May 2010 is Php 44.50 to one US dollar. Exchange facilities are normally available in airport, hotels, department stores, banks and money changing shops.  

Participants are strongly advised to exchange a small amount at a commercial bank at the airport for food and other basic necessities for the first day of his/her stay.
Weather and Clothing - The weather in Manila in July/August will be generally wet and rainy. The average temperature ranges from 24 to 36 degrees Centigrade. Light clothing is ideal for most time of the year. However, the Course/Workshop will be conducted at a site where the temperature is regulated to the desired coolness.
Coat and tie or national attires are encouraged during formal occasions and when making courtesy calls.

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES
Philippine Embassy

H.E. (Ms.) Phoebe A. Gomez
No. 50 Saya San Road, Bahan, Township

Yangon, Union of Myanmar

Tel.:  +95-1-558-149; +95-1-558-153

Fax: +95-1-558-154

E-mail: yangonpe@mptmail.net.mm; 

phyangon@mptmail.net.mm
Myanmar Embassy

H.E. (Mr.) U Tin Tun
4th Floor, Xanland Centre, 152, Amorsolo St.

Legaspi Village, Makati City

Metro Manila, Philippines

Tel.: +632-817-2373, +632-812-9587

Fax: +632-817-5895

E-mail: embmyanmnl@mindgate.net
Statistical Research and Training Center
J and S Building, 104 Kalayaan Avenue

Diliman, Quezon City

Metro Manila, Philippines

Tel.: +632-433-1745, 436-1426 and 929-7543
Fax: +632-929-7543

E-mail: ggseldajr@srtc.gov.ph and pjcastillo@srtc.gov.ph
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Currently in Japan, various groups and organizations – the central government, international organizations, non-government organizations (NGOs), and the private sector – are providing assistance to support socioeconomic development in developing countries. Assistance in the form of funding and technical cooperation by the government is called Official Development Assistance (ODA).

According to Japan’s ODA Charter revised in August 2003, the objective of ODA is to contribute to peace and, development in the institutional community, and thereby to help ensure Japan’s own security and prosperity.

Mission. We, as a bridge between the people of Japan and developing countries, will advance international cooperation through the sharing of knowledge and experience and will work to build a more peaceful and prosperous world.

Oath of Service. With passion and pride, as professionals in development cooperation, we will perform our work responsibly and energetically with love and sense of duty; we will encourage and support the participation of the Japanese people in our work; we will work as partners to those in need of assistance; and we will strive to fill the world with hope and happiness by promoting peace and sustainable development.


The Statistical Research and Training Center (SRTC) is the focal agency on statistical research and training in the Philippines. It is one of the five major statistical agencies in the highly decentralized Philippine Statistical System (PSS). The SRTC was created on January 30, 1987 by virtue of Executive Order No. 121. 

Since December 28, 1993, the SRTC, along with the National Statistics Office (NSO) and the National Statistical Coordination Board (NSCB), was placed under the administrative supervision and policy and program coordination of the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) through Executive Order No.149.

Mission. The mission of SRTC is the improvement of the quality of statistical information generated by the PSS through conduct of high quality, objective and responsive statistical research and training. 

Mandate. Develop a comprehensive and integrated research and training program on theories, concepts and methodologies for the promotion of statistical system; Undertake research on statistical concepts, definitions and methods; Promote collaborative research efforts among members of the academic community, data producers and users; Conduct non-degree training programs to upgrade the quality of statistical personnel and expand the statistical manpower base in support of the needs of statistical system; and Provide financial and other forms of assistance to enhance statistical research and development.
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.jica.go.jp" ��www.jica.go.jp�    





Statistical Research and Training Center (SRTC)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.jica.go.jp" ��www.srtc.gov.ph�
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